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we call a living organism, and is applied to such activities of the organism as conduce to its own continued existence.
I now come to the second class of activities to which the name of purpose is applied, that is to say, cases of activity which bear reference to an end consciously and intelligently foreseen, such as the acts inspired by the conscious will in human beings. These activities are commonly regarded as being in a higher degree teleologies! than the unintelligent reactions hitherto considered; and in many uses of the word "purpose," reference is intended exclusively to these intelligent anticipations of future events, and to the activities carried out in consequence of such anticipations. In this sense purpose is allied to will, and purposive actions are more or less synonymous with voluntary actions. The question before us, therefore, is whether the will can be comprised in the materialistic scheme which governs all other natural phenomena, or whether it is something outside and independent, knowing no laws, and therefore not amenable to scientific discussion. And this question, again, is nothing more than the problem of free-will and determinism ; of vitalism and mechanism; of spiritualism and materialism; according to the standpoint from which we approach it.
The exclusion of the will from materialistic laws is refuted by considerations of every kind, and refuted with equal facility from many different points of view: from biology, from physiology, from psychology, and even from logic alone. Any one of these sciences can furnish overwhelming refutation of the hypothesis of the independence of the will, a hypothesis which never could have obtained any attention from philosophers were it not that it harmonizes so well with the ignorant prejudices and superstitions of the multitude, and thus, being refuted time after time, was constantly pressed anew on their attention.
We noted in Chapter IV that there is no qualitative difference between the simpler reflex action and the highest